THREE KINDS OF

LOV E

The biblical love exemplified by Christ that is available to al-l
believers because of the indwelling of the HoIy Spi.rit'
It is a volitional commitoent to sive; to serve.+John
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Read John 13: lB. Jesus asks Peter , . , "wi1l you lay down your
life for Me?"
- fror the Greek "fami1eo" meaning family, brotherhood. In John
2I:lJ Peter was only capable of Phgleo love . The indwelling of
the Holy Spirit had not taken place as this was before the
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Resurrection.
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defined Eros as "the passion that overwhelms". This
corresponds to the modern concept of "romantic 1ove". We are
presented with the "soap opera" love ethic. Listed are the
ingredients nccesary for it to succeedr
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_gbglglng partner according to need and interest
We are faced with a dangerous modern myth that is based soleIy
on eros love. It has proved not on1y to be a despairing belief
for Christians, but also for the world system that embraces it.
One out of every two marriages fail.
fts substitute - the
Iive-in relationship - is temporary and shakey at best. We-Iiq
i trn ent isn't even expected.

Eros, or passion, is not a1I wrong. It was created by God and
meant to be placed in His appointed slot - within the bonds of
marriage.

Gen.Zt24, "For this cause a man shal-I leave his father and mother'
and
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AND THEY SHALL BECOME
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God created and blessed sex before the fa1l. He is
positive toward it. He is onJ-y down on its misuse.
the right relationship is part of His Perfect
FLESH. "
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Noter fn Gen. 2124, the "1eaving" ( the marriage)
comes before "cleaving" ( sex).
Passion & romance al-one is entirely inadequate as a basis for a
permanent life commitrnent. Marriage is built on the foundation
6f feap6 love wI th the proper eroe attltude - that sexual
expresiion of love is a gift from God to those He binds together
as one f1esh.
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Let's begin by saying what Iove is not.
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difference between it and rea]. l-ove.
Love
Infatuation
want to ve to
ove you.
Says
Says "I love me - want you
you.

Feeling p$

A feeling

of

commi trnent

ti

tion
On1y emotions are affec ted
"FaII" into

Love

Impatient; needs met 4qg

at a rate beneficial to both
Physical attraction'Yes -but
ground ed in spiritual concern & ca:

Love

of

emo

grow

biologi caI

to do
Basically selfish -more interes ted
ln satisiying self & the "feeling"

Easy

Enpha

s

&

goes

ing
Requires investrlent of self

basicallv selflessi interested in
the welfaie & sPiritual growth of
the other person
Steadfast; not subject to

momentarJ

fe e1i ngs

s on "getting"
own satisfaction of

Emphasis on " giving"

i

Seeks
emoti onal & PhYsicai
weatened bY tiure

on

Both emotions & the wiII are invol'
"Bui1d" into; requires time
Pati ent; willingrress to a1low it to

Based on phYsical; mostlY

Comes

glgvo

needs-

& seParation

ft questlons ltselfr doubt ls
ailwaY s Pres ent

Seeks hlghest good

for the other

oommitment grows even throotgh
lorf,. i nes s

ft ls not a nystlcal, subJeotlva
thing

11

Lov e

Infatudfation
Tempo ra

Grows

rY

Permanence

Defined bY commitrnent of the
witl - regardless of circums tanc es

Defined bY "highs & lows"

of c i rcums

into

tanc es

BOTH

give unselfishlY & have a
high-Ievel of conmunication, but. ' '
...is motivated bY AgaPo
. . . . is motivated bY feelings
c ommi tment
th4l disaPPear
CAN

God. guarantees a succesaful
is not naiv6. Anyone who believes thatThis
is not to say that He . for
a
in
shock.
is
Christianmarriale-to every
wilt not answer 1--specif
that
He
matd,
or
of
a
choice
the
I"-aiil"t"rested- in
tant decision. CertainlY His will
tter'
e for everyone who
e, and di scretionarY
these abilities in all areas of
se are likely to enter marriage
f He didn't aPProve. " To such
a Iuckl ". "
Dr. James Dobson
mentions through
Dobson
Dr.
We learn to exercise the abilitieE
and most important also'
the
Body,
our trini ElrL in
:ii@h
for
counsel'
His
e-peopfs in ttre Body that God ses
just anyone
Dr. Dobson answers the questionr " Is it better to marry painful
to be
that
than io remain single and lonely?" by stating
iI
i".Iess
the
emotional
in
be
to
embroiled
for an eid to toneliness than
.\ '
"".""ni"g
of a sour marriage.
combat
person
to
ignore'
a
singte
a-Iiale can cause
..'.
tne f,@
The
own standards. - We- s?y1 " 4" 1"1'-t-"
hls uetter judgnrent ."a corpr6-r-iiu t',:- s hirn
after we're rnarried, He drinks
a Cnri"ti..t, Uut mayUe I cair influence
ioo- r,""n, but he'1I- cLqlgg. We don't have nuch in common, but i'm sure
learn to love eaeh--o th er more as time passes
we'11
- - fn:.s
on a desperate hope for, a
kind of rationalization isgndbased
i
ngs
are t'noorlrlnn ev ents ' When one
torybook
ite- the obvious rvarnilg=Jfags, he is gambling
f his earthlY existenc e.
A bad marriage is zrmong the mos
ls filled with rejection and hurt afe
and sleepless nights. Certiiurly,
be a meaninglul and fulfilling life;
house divided against iteelf".
paul observes in I!o+.?' 32=14! "One who is unmarried is concerned about
ee the Lordl but, one who is marrled
rldr how he may please his wife...".
h. Unfortunatelyl tfrls observation 1s
ten.Paul says that lf this is the case
, we need the determlnatlon to reelst
this selfishness.

',Love

..

)2

1

-,,r Engagement

,;
.t Dating

Steady

Special
CasuaI

Intimate

Close
Ca sual

beneath it and IS VI TALLY DEPENDENT 0N
is based upon the }evel
one succeeds in the lower leveIs'
SUCCESS IN TllE LOWER LEVE. The better
the better ne wiff succeed in the next level'

Each l evel

most imDortant level . It is the
is the largest andltteeeding
leiels rest. This is where
upon which the succ
strenlh ?re ne?9s:1:I:
Ii ty
It is a learned
r"""''' to practice ':"s"PS",19Y,"'
il;;'" i;-d;"J'TL
relationshiPs.
of
Ievel
ea-ch
,hilitv that must U"-aiiEi"p"a into' lhout
zen.Ll with intimate celationsnlps'
it= zenith
It reaches its
r-+iha+6
1evel is crucial
i-?Ji*t:
at
love
asape
p.r"ii"e
"!n""
in.i"itiiitv-io irarriac:l
!h:
the p."p"".ii."-for
relatls
intilnate 1!."::l:::l
ov
end

cfJgltr-o:'41-€Sl:

2
_

_t

I

