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MEDITATION

Giving Tomorrow to God

Dietrich Bonhoeffer speaks from
the crucible of experience.

The following brief study is based on
Matthew 6:25—34.

Be not anxious! Earthly possessions
dazzle our eyes and delude us into think-
ing that they can provide security and

know him can receive this word as a
promise of the love of his Father and as a
deliverance from the thraldom of mate-
rial things. 1L is not care that frees the

for work; he speaks instead of the care-
free simphicity of the man who walks
with him and accepts everything as it
comes from God. . . .

disciples from care, but their faith in

they are urce of all anxiety. |

pur i em, OUr réward 15
an anxiety whose burden is intolerable.
Anxiety creates its own treasures and

they in turn beget further care. When we
they . W Ll
seek for securily In_possessions we are

Jesus Christ. Only they know that we

Worldly cares are not a part of our
discipleship, but distinct and subordi-

cannot be anxious (v. 27). The coming
day, ev ;oming hour, are placed

beyond our control. It is senseless to pre-

nate concerns. Before we start_taking
thought for our life, our food and cloth-
ing, our work and families. we must seck

tend that we can make provision, be-
cause we cannot alter the circumstances

of this world. Only God can take care, |

trying to drive out care with care, and thé
net result is the precise opposite of our
anticipations. The fetters which bind us
1o our passessions prove to be cares
themselves.

The way to misuse our possessions is
_Er_gsé them as an insurance against the
Jonorrow, Anxiety is always directed to
the morrow, whereas goods are in the
strictest sense meant tc?ﬁgmmm
Today, By trying to ensure for the next

lay we are only creating uncertainty
today. Sufficient unto the day is the evil
thereof. The only way to win assurance is

for it is he who rules the world. Since we

“Therefore do not be
anxious about tomorrow,
for tomerrow will be
anxious for itself.

Let the day’s own trouble
be sufficient
for the dav.”

Muaithew 6:34

ake care, since we are so com-
pletely powerless, we eught not to do it

by leaving tomorrow entirely in the
hands of God and by receiving from him
all we need for today. If insiead of re-
ceiving God's gifts for today we worry
about tomorrow, we find ourselves help-

either. If we do, we are dethroning God
and presuming to rule the world
ourselves.

But the Christian also knows that he
not only cannot and dare not be anxious,

less victims of infinite anxiety. “Be not

anxious for the morrow’’: gither that

is_cruel mockery for the poor and

but that there is EH_HJ_E@

be so. Neither § ty nor work can se-
cure his daily bread, for bread is the gift

wretched, the very people Jesus is talk-
ing to, who, humanly speaking, really
will starve if they do not make provision
today. Either it is an intolerable law,
which men will reject with indignation;
Dr it is the unigue proclamation of the

ospel of the glonious liberty of the chil-
%ﬂl‘ﬁﬁi who _have a Father in
heaven, a Father who has given his be-
ved ow n;n}gmrm
alsp freely give us all things’
“Be not anxious for the morrow.”
This is not to be taken as a philosophy of
life or a moral law: it is the gospel of

Jesus Christ, and only so can it be under-
stood. Only those who follow him and

of the Father. The birds and lilies neither
toil nor spin, yet both are fed and clothed
and receive their daily portion without
being anxicus for them. They need
earthly goods only for their daily suste-
nance, and they do not lav up a store for
the future. This is the way they glorify
their Creator. not by their industry. toil,

or care, but by a daily unquestioning

acceptance of his gifts. Birds and lilies
then are an example for the followers of

Christ. “Mimu ines that
there is a rclaticrn_o'[ cau;e_%{ff&‘m
Between work and sustenance, but Jesus
@ﬁﬂm&m. According to him,
bread is ot to be valued as the reward

the righteousness of Christ. [his is oo
more than an ultimate summing up of all

that has been said before, Againwe have

here cither a crushing burden, which
hoelds out no hope for the poor and
wretched, or else it is the quintessence of
the gospel, which brings the promise of
freedom and perfect joy. Jesus does not
tell us what we ought to do but cannot, ”

~ the tells us what God has given us and ™

promuises still 1o give. If Christ has been

' given us, if we are called to his disciple-
ship, we are piven all things, literally glf
i will see to it

at they are
added unto_us. !_f we follow Jesus and
nly to his righteousness, we are in

Rim and his @cr. And 1f we are in
communion with the Father, nought can
harm us. We shall always be assured that
he can feed his children and will not suf-
fer them to hunger. God will help us in
the hour of need, and he knows our
‘needs.

After he has been following Christ for
a ]thhf
asked “Lacked ye anything?" and he wjll
answer “Mothing. Lord.” How could he

when he knows that despite hunger and

Lmakedness” persecution and danger, the
Lord is always at his side”

DiIETRICH BONHOEFFER

Dietrich Bonhoeffer was a brilliant young
Lutherdn theologian in Germany who joined
the resistance movement to Hitler, was arrested
in 1943, and hanged in 1945—just days before
ihe Allies liberated the Flossenberg concenira-
fion camp. Exmracted from his The Cost of
Discipleship, this selection afso appears in The
Martvred Christian (Macmillan), a new col-
lection, by Joan Winmill Brown, of passages
from Bonhoeffer's works.
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NEW! From the producers of Brecheen & Faulkner’s
MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT FILM SERIES...
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Film Sems
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"I like his style.” That's what Jimmy Draper, President
of the Southern Baptist Convention, remarked as he pre-
viewed Landon Saunders’ new film series, The Heart
of the Fighter.

You, too, will like his style. Landon Saunders is
thought-provoking. yet warm and entertaining...a
communicator who applies life-changing Biblical truths
to the struggles of our daily lives.

For the past seven years Landon has directed his
unique message to a secular audience through his daily
Heartbeat radio program. Now Landon turns to the
church with insights into the challenges each of us faces.
Avoiding the usual "churchy” language, he commu-
nicates to a broad audience with fresh Biblical
insights.

The Heart of the Fighter is not just another celeb-
rity film series. It's a complete educational program.
When used with the available teaching materials, it wilt
provide some of the most satisfying Bible study
you have ever cxperienced.

Read The Heart of the Fighter. Available

November 1983. Ask for it at your bookstore
or film distributor. Paperback, $4.95
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Film One: HEART QUICKENING

How can you eliminate those things that leave you feeling drained,
rired and listless” There is a way for you to approach life that will
bring you alive with excitement and ‘quicken’ your step.
Film Two: HEART LIBERATING

What can you do to avoid the camouflaged traps that lie ahead?
You will discover how to conquer many life-denying traps—even
those that ‘religion’ sometimes sets before you
Film Three: HEART SEEING

Has your heart been trained to see? Does your heart consistenily
see beyond the superficial? Nothing can change your life more than
learning how to see the {ace of God in everyone you meet.
Film Four: HEART WARMING

As a Christian. how well do you deal with disagrecable people?
Are vou tempted 10 give up and write them off? Discover how to take
the chill off encounters with difficult people,
Film Five: HEART CLEARING

Why do bad things happen 10 good people? How should Christians
deal with hardship and suffering? Discover a realistic attitude of
heart that will see you through hard times.,
Film Six: HEART OVERFLOWING

Are you fun to be with? [s your Christian life full of joy? Learn
how to put more exuberance into your family. your work, your
ministry. or whatever life throws your way!

For FREL film information and complete details on rental, write or call:

y New Day Productions
' 1-800-433-4015

Box 18828, Fort Worth, Texas 76118
In Texas 1-817-595-2418



