.

Page I of

Yahoo! Nervs - Famous Atheist Now Believes in God

5

.

:''

Yahool My Yahoo! Mail

E-root

.i--

-Er.,'
.,,,.,,,t,

NEws f,iq,nu*i,

I

1

News Hi

sisn Up

Happy Holidays' - "r,, fu9fi1X1fi1
NO INACTIVITY FEES
Yahoo! News
News Home
Tqp Storiqs

Elections
rU.S. National
Business
World
Enterta inment
SPods
Te hnology
Politics
Science
Health
Ocldly Errough

oPleo
Loca

s"",.t[iii-ii6E--lr"'l--

,.,-n Dec 13 ?0C{

I

Comics
News Photos
Most Pqpular
Weather
AudioA/ideo
Full Goyerager
#Fulr c.,verage

Personalize News
$9ai r,

U.S. National - AP

Famous Atheist Now Believes
God
Thu De.

g

in

Jpr

:E iiY'!-! I

4:57 P[{ ET

e."o"ureo

*e""

u ,s. tiat,oryit _ 4p

By RICHARD N. OSIL/NG, AP Religion Writer
A British philosophy professor who
has been a leading champion of atheism for more
than a half-century has changed his mind. He now
believes in God
more or less
based on
NEW YORK -

-

-

scientific evidence. and says so on a video
released Thursday.

At age 81, after decades of insisting belief is a
mistake, Antony Flew has concluded that some
sort of intelligence or flrst cause must have
created the universe. A super-intelligence is the
only good explanation for the origin of life and the
complexity of nature, Flew said in a telephone
interview from England.
Flew said he's best labeled a deist like Thomas
Jefferson, whose God was not actively involved in
people's lives.
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"l'm thinking of a God very ditferent from the God
of the Christian and far and away from the God of
lslam, because both are depicted as omnipotent
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said. "lt could be a person in the sense of a being
that has intelligence and a purpose, I suppose."
Flew first made his mark with the 1950 article
'Theology and Falsification," based on a paper for
the Socratic Club, a weekly Oxford religious forum
led by writer and Christian thinker C.S. Lewis.

Over the years, Flew proclaimed the lack of
evidence for God while teaching at Oxford,
Aberdeen, Keele, and Reading universities in
Britain, in visits to numerous U.S. and Canadian
campuses and in books, articles, lectures and
debates.
There was no one moment of change but a
gradual conclusion over recent months for Flew, a
spry man who stilldoes not believe in an afterlife.
Yet biologists' investigation of DNA "has shown,
by the almost unbelievable complexity of the
arrangements which are needed to produce (life),
that intelligence must have been involved," Flew
says in the new video, "Has Science Discovered
God?"
The video draws from a New York discussion last
May organized by author Roy Abraham
Varghese's lnstitute for Metascientific Research in
Garland, Texas. Participants were Flew;
Varghese; lsraeli physicist Gerald Schroeder, an
Orthodox Jew; and Roman Catholic philosopher
John Haldane of Scotland's University of St.
Andrews.
The first hint of Flew's turn was a letter to the
August-September issue of Britain's Philosophy
Now magazine. "lt has become inordinately
difficult even to begin to think about constructing a
naturalistic theory of the evolution of that first
reproducing organism," he wrote.

The letter commended arguments in Schroeder's
'The Hidden Face of God" and "The Wonder of

http://news yahoo com/news?tmpl:story&u=/apl20041209/ap
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Dear Valued Member,

I wanted to take a moment to thank you for your continued support of BMI Federal Credit
Union. Over the years, we have developed a variety ofproducts and services designed to serve
the financial needs ofyou and your family. This includes our popular BUMP Share certificates,
which allow you to "bump-up" your dividend rate one time during the certificare term to the
current rate being offered

-

and you get to choose when!*

It has been brought to my attention that your current Share Certificate is maturing in the near
future. We recently increased our dividend rates, which are among the highest in the Central
Ohio area. The following are examples ofthe variety ofoptions you can choose:
Share Certificate Term
3 Month
6 Month
12

1.99%
2.23o/o

Month

24 MOnth lnump
36 Month (Bump

Dividend Rate

Option Available)
Option Available)

48 Months
60 Months

2.48%
3.21%
3.10%
4.04%
4.47%

Annual Percentage Yield
2.00%
2.25%
2.50%
3.25%
3.75%
4.l0o/o

4.55%

Ifyou want to choose

another terrn option for your maturing Share Certificate, please contact
Anita Fitzpatrick at (614) 298-8527, or speak to any Branch Manager. They will be happy to
assist you. They can also help you explore other savings options that can help you reach your
financial goals.

Once again, thank you for choosing BMI Federal Credit Union for your financial needs.
Sincerely,

9^^\r0.t^^g
Sharon L. Custer

PresidenVCEO
*BUMP Share Certificates arc valid for 24 or 36 month terms only, and must be requestcd when opcning your Share
Certificate. The "Bump" cannot exceed 100 basis poins (l%) abovc original Share Certificate rate. All ra(es quoted
are effective as ofNovcmbcr 15, 2004 and arc subject to change without prior notice. Plcase contact any BMI FCU
oflice for currcnt ratcs, or visit us online at www.bmifcu.org.
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the World" by Varghese, an Eastern Rite Catholic
layman.

This week, Flew finished writing the first formal
account of his new outlook for the introduction to a
new edition of his "God and Philosophy,"
scheduled for release next year by Prometheus
Books.
Prometheus specializes in skeptical thought, but if
his belief upsets people, well "that's too bad," Flew
said. "My whole life has been guided by the
principle of Plato's Socrates: Follow the evidence,
wherever it leads."
Last week, Richard Carrier, a writer and Columbia
University graduate student, posted new material
based on correspondence with Flew on the
atheistic www.infidels.org Web page. Carrier
assured atheists that Flew accepts only a "minimal
God" and belieVes in no afterlife.

Flew's "name and stature are big. Whenever you
hear people talk about atheists, Flew always
comes up," Carrier said. Still. when it comes to
Flew's reversal. "apart from curiosity, I don't think
it's like a big deal."
Flew told The Associated Press his current ideas
have some similarity with American "intelligent
design" theorists, who see evidence for a guiding
force in the construction of the universe. He
accepts Danryinian evolution but doubts it can
explain the ultimate origins of life.

A Methodist minister's son. Flew became an
atheist at 15.
Early in his career. he argued that no conceivable
events could constitute proof against God for
believers, so skeptics were right to wonder
whether the concept of God meant anything at all.

Another landmark was his 1984 "The presumption
http./lnervs yahoo con/nervs?tmpl:story&u:/apl200 4l2O9lap on re us,/believing
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of Atheism," playing off the presumption of .
inno""n"" in'criminal law. Flew said the debate
over God must begin by presuming atheism' .
putting the burden-of proof on those arguing that
God exists.
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